
    UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

              REGION 2

        290 BROADWAY

         NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10007

May 3, 2006

Dear Interested Stakeholder:

Today, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) released for public review its 
Draft Environmental Justice Assessment report for the Ringwood Mines / Landfill area.  

Simply stated, environmental justice (EJ) is the goal to be achieved for all communities so 
that: (1) people of all races, colors, and income levels are treated fairly with respect to the
development and enforcement of protective environmental laws, regulations, and policies; 
and (2) potentially affected community residents are meaningfully involved in the decision 
that will effect their environment and/or their health.  Conversely, allegations of environmental
injustice describe situations in which communities believe that the goal has not been achieved
because of their belief that there is disproportionate exposure to environmental harms and risks. 
These environmental harms and risks often include, for example, multiple sources of air pollution
(indoor and outdoor), water quality concerns, and the cumulative impacts associated with living in
some urban and rural areas.

The draft EJ assessment report was developed in response to local community assertions that 
an environmental injustice occurred stemming from prior land use disposal practices and the
subsequent actions undertaken by federal/state regulatory agencies to clean-up the Ringwood
Mines / Landfill Superfund site.  

The draft report is comprised of both a main document (18 pages) and nine appendices 
(totalling  300 pages).   The assessment process used in developing the draft EJ assessment 
report is outlined in EPA’s Toolkit for Assessing Potential Allegations of Environmental Injustice
(known as the National EJ Toolkit).  The National EJ Toolkit can be accessed via 
the Internet at: http://www.epa.gov/compliance/resources/policies/ej/ej-toolkit.pdf

Electronic copies of the draft Ringwood EJ assessment report (main document only) can be
downloaded from:  http://www.epa.gov/region02/superfund/npl/ringwood/documents.html      
If you are unable to access the electronic report and wish to receive a hardcopy of the main
document, or if you would like to obtain a compact disc (CD) containing the appendices, please
send an e-mail to Ms. Tasha Frazier (frazier.tasha@epa.gov) specifying your particular request.   

Also, complete sets of the draft EJ assessment (both the main document and its appendices) can
be viewed at the following repository locations:

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Ringwood Public Library
Region 2 30 Cannici Drive
2890 Woodbridge Avenue, Building 209 Ringwood, New Jersey 07456
Edison, New Jersey  08837
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Please note that we will be accepting public input on the draft report from May 3rd through 
June 30, 2006.  Your input can be submitted either by:

     Regular Mail:       
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region 2
290 Broadway, 26th Floor
New York, New York 10007
Attn:  Regional Environmental Justice Coordinator  

– or –

   E-Mail:
Send to:    wesley.terry@epa.gov
Include in “Subject”:   “Input to draft Ringwood EJ Assessment”

We encourage all interested parties to provide input on the document.  All input received 
will be considered by EPA in preparing the final EJ assessment report for the Ringwood 
Mines / Landfill area.  Along with your input, please identify if you wish to be notified when 
the final report is released.

Thank you for your attention in this manner, and for your interest in environmental justice.

Sincerely,

Terry M. Wesley
Regional Environmental Justice Coordinator
Office of the Regional Administrator
 


